All experiments were carried out under argon atmosphere using a glove-box or a Schlenk line. Ethylenediamine (en) and toluene were dried over CaH 2 and freshly distilled. The elements K, Rb and Ge were sealed in a niobium ampoule in the molar ratio 2:2:9 and the ampoule was heated to 1013 K for 5 h. To 0.20 g of the resulting alloy 4 ml of ethylenediamine was added and then the mixture was sonicated for 5 min and filtered. The filtrate was layered with a solution of 0.10 g of diaza-18-crown-6 in 6 ml of toluene. After one week the product was obtained in form of orange crystals.
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[K2Rb2Ge9]. Rb1 is bound to two [Ge9] clusters via the atoms of a triangular face of the cluster, whereas Rb2 is bound to one cluster via a triangular face and to another one via the Ge atoms of a cluster edge. The Rb-Ge distances occur in the range 3.441(2) Å -3.876(2) Å. The K atoms, which are complexed by diaza-18-crown-6, are also bound to the [Ge 9] cluster, but do not bridge two clusters. The K-Ge distances range from 3. Ge4
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